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Background 

This document contains the Outcome of the 18th Meeting of the Group for the Implementation of the 
Ecosystem Approach (GEAR 18-2018) held on 16-17 April 2018 in Berlin, Germany.  

GEAR supported to foster cooperation with OSPAR (paras. 3.9-3.13) including a joint OSPAR-HELCOM 
workshop on by-catch indicator work (paras. 3.32-3.35).  

A plan for future work on regional cooperation under Commission Decision (EU) 2017/848 was developed, 
including setting up a Drafting Group to support MSFD implementation from the strategic point of view for 
those HELCOM countries being EU members (paras. 3.14-3.31).  

Overall plan for future work on indicators was also discussed and supported (para. 3.36-3.43). Feedback to 
the updated of the BSAP was provided (paras. 3.53-3.55).  

The development of a HELCOM coordinated project proposal to a call to support cooperation needs of EU 
Member States in the second cycle of implementation of the MSFD was discussed and supported (paras. 
3.56-3.65).  

In relation to the “State of the Baltic Sea report”: (i) updates were discussed, in particular the chapter on 
“Conclusions and future outlook” (paras. 4.4-4.5) and the ESA supplementary report (paras. 4.8-4.9); (ii) the 
handling of the outcome of the regional consultation process was agreed (paras. 4.10-4.16); further work on 
a questionnaire on lessons learned from the HOLAS II project was planned (paras. 4.17-4.22).  

At GEAR 18-2018 Denmark placed a study reservation on the document 4-3 “Further development of a 
regional ‘business-as-usual’ scenario (BAU)” produced within the EU co-funded SPICE project (paras. 4.27-
4.29), but has since lifted the reservation after providing comments to the document. The comments on the 
document provided by Denmark and Germany will be considered at the next stage, aiming at proposing how 
the regional BAU work can be forward within HELCOM. 

The suggested dates for the next meeting of the GEAR group are 7-8 November 2018. Denmark will 

investigate the possibility to host the meeting in Copenhagen (para. 5.10).  

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information and consider it as appropriate.  
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Outcome of the 18th Meeting of the 
Group for the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach  

(HELCOM GEAR 18-2018) 

Introduction 

0.1 In accordance with the outcome of HELCOM GEAR 17-2017 (par. 5.13), the 18th Meeting 
of the Group for the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (GEAR 18-2018) was held on 16-17 
April 2018 in Berlin, Germany, at the premises of the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by delegations from Denmark, Estonia, EU, Finland, Germany 
and Sweden. The List of Participants is attached as Annex 1.  

0.3 Ms. Heike Imhoff, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building 
and Nuclear Safety, welcomed the meeting participants. 

0.4 The Meeting was chaired by Ms. Heike Imhoff, Germany, Chair of the GEAR Group. Ms. 
Monika Stankiewicz, Executive Secretary, Ms. Jannica Haldin, Professional Secretary and Ms. Marta 
Ruiz, Associate Professional Secretary acted as secretaries of the Meeting.  

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda as contained in document 1-1. 

Agenda Item 2  Matters arising from other meetings of relevance to GEAR 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the information from the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018 
(document 2-1). 

2.2 The Meeting thanked the Secretariat and the European Commission for a well-organized 
and successful Ministerial Meeting. 

2.3 The Meeting took note of the information on meetings of relevance for the GEAR Group 
(document 2-3), where the publication of the HELCOM Maritime Assessment 2018 was emphasised, 
together with the Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically 
Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) in the Baltic Sea convened by the Secretariat of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity in collaboration with HELCOM. The workshop described nine areas in the Baltic Sea 
meeting the EBSA criteria. Altogether, the described EBSAs cover 23% of the Baltic Sea waters. 

2.4 The Meeting took note of the upcoming HELCOM/BONUS stakeholder conference 
planned for 6 November 2018 in Copenhagen, Denmark.  

2.5 The Meeting took note of information from Finland on the relevance of HELCOM 
participation in international fora outside of the Baltic Sea, such as the Protection of the Arctic Marine 
Environment (PAME) of the Artic Council where work is on-going on topics such as marine litter, MPAs 
and underwater noise.  

2.6 The Meeting took note of the information on the preparations of a side event on the Baltic 
Sea EBSA to be held at the CBD Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice 
(SBSTTA) meeting in Montreal. The side event is planned and proposed to CBD by Finland and HELCOM. 
The Meeting invited the Secretariat and Finland to prepare information on the overall plan for the side 
event to be shared with CPs with the aim to enquire how CP’s could support the efforts for a successful 
side event.  

  

http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP152.pdf
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Agenda Item 3  Coordination and information related to the implementation of the ecosystem 
approach and related policies 

3.1 The Meeting took note of national information on matters of relevance for the GEAR 
Group. 

- Sweden: a first draft on Article 9 and 10 is to be available shortly. Public consultation for 
Articles 8 and 9 have recently been completed. Sweden also informed the Meeting of a project 
aiming at identifying national priorities for HELCOM and OSPAR work for the upcoming three 
years as well as on the long term (2030). 

- Finland: the first phase of the second round is advancing. On 8 January a public consultation 
for Article 8 reporting was opened and lasted for six weeks. The aim is to finalise the reporting 
by the end of May. Finland has started working on the preparation of a national maritime 
policy.  

- Germany: the draft reports on the update of Art. 8, 9 and 10 MSFD for the Baltic Sea and North 
Sea respectively were published and are for public consultation from 1 March to 31 August 
2018. The reports seek a careful balance between the need to progress on the assessment of 
(good) status and the requirement to do so in a regionally coordinated and coherent manner. 
As a result, the reports rely on the progress on indicator work to assess (good) status but 
abstain from updating overarching GES definitions as regional coordination of the latter still 
needs to progress. 

- Denmark: preparing for consultation on reporting of Art. 8, 9 and 10, expecting to have 
consultation open during May-July, and a final report by September. 

- Estonia: update to be ready in May for public consultation, being over in June. Based on 
feedback received during previous consultations, NGOs are now involved in the reporting 
work, in an effort to achieve a more approachable final product. Estonia also informed the 
Meeting that they have made use of the draft reports of other Contracting Parties. Estonia also 
held a well-attended event where the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report was 
presented.  

3.2 The Meeting took note of information from the EU that the 2018 MSFD reporting exercise 
is seen as an important tool to define priorities for future work. Key outcomes from the process will 
be identified to illustrate progress achieved towards reaching GES.  

Interregional cooperation and cooperation platforms 

3.3 The Meeting took note of some examples of recent major activities of HELCOM towards 
implementing global regulations at the regional scale through cross-sectorial cooperation as contained 
in document 3-11, which together with document 2-2, aims at providing background for GEAR 
discussion on HELCOM interregional and cooperative work. 

3.4 The Meeting took note of the suggestion by the Chair that national nominees at the expert 
level in inter-regional fora, e.g. the Global Ocean Assessment, could be asked to introduce the regional 
work while acting as national representatives.  

3.5 The Meeting supported the view that HELCOM should be empowered and enabled to take 
active part in global processes, especially when addressing ocean governance.  

3.6 The Meeting recognised the importance of sharing experiences amongst the Contracting 
Parties regarding participating in global fora, as well as the value added to regional work from 
exporting it to the global arena. 

3.7 The Meeting agreed that global fora are good channels to present and highlight the high 
quality work and best practices developed in the Baltic Sea region. To the extent possible the well 
structured assessments resulting from EU and RSC work should be exported and used for global 
assessment purposes, to avoid duplication of work. The issue of how to organise this export process 
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remains open, however it was identified that collating already existing information to be shared could 
be a first step.  

3.8 The Meeting took note of the OSPAR contribution to the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting and 
possible areas of cooperation (document 2-2). 

3.9 The Meeting welcomed the opportunity for closer cooperation with OSPAR and supported 
further exchanges on prioritizing and identifying topics cooperation would provide added value. 

3.10 The Meeting took note of the following: 

- Denmark: areas of cooperation could include development of new indicators, monitoring and 
assessment methods and Descriptor 4 on food webs. Sharing costs and resources e.g. on 
databases and joint working groups, similar to JWG BIRD, e.g. on marine mammals, could also 
be avenues of cooperation.  

- Estonia: joint workshops have been very beneficial, and e.g. ALDFG and underwater noise are 
suggestions for topics. The joint HELCOM/OSPAR underwater noise meeting held in October 
2017 was a good example of cooperation. 

- Finland: using existing ICES working groups as platforms could be explored. 

- Germany: there is a need to explore more specific topics for possible cooperation, such as 
impacts-pressures-status relationships, biodiversity, hazardous substances monitoring 
guidelines. There are different avenues for cooperation ranging from information exchange to 
joint working aspects which could be explored depending on the topic.  

- Sweden: increased information exchanged could be achieved by adding a point on sharing 
information between organisations to the Terms of Reference of relevant groups. 

3.11 The Meeting took note of the information by Germany that OSPAR has conducted work 
on compilation of available information from different institutions on climate change, under the lead 
of UK.  

3.12 The Meeting agreed to initiate a process of engaging HELCOM groups to further detail the 
practical way forward for cooperation with OSPAR on the issues mentioned in the OSPAR letter under 
the overall guidance by GEAR. 

3.13 The Meeting agreed that a letter thanking OSPAR for their contribution to the HELCOM 
Ministerial Meeting, expressing HELCOMs willingness to cooperate and providing information on steps 
taken within HELCOM towards future cooperation should be presented at the OSPAR Commission 
meeting taking place 25-29 June 2018. 

Work related to assessing progress towards reaching Good Environmental Status 

Regional cooperation under the Revised Commission Decision  

3.14 The Meeting recalled that in September 2017 HELCOM Contracting Parties who are also 
EU Member States coordinated, through GEAR, a joint answer to the EU Commission on how they 
intend to follow up on the regional level cooperation required by Commission Decision (EU) 2017/848. 
The revised Commission Decision requires cooperation on criteria and methodological standards on 
good environmental status of marine waters and specifications and standardized methods for 
monitoring and assessment (GEAR 17-2017, document 3-4). The joint answer contained a broad 
overview of the state of play of HELCOM work on integration and indicators, as well as general 
coordination requirements arising from Commission Decision (EU) 2017/848. 

3.15 The Meeting recalled also that GEAR 17-2017 asked the Secretariat to revise the 
document based on discussions at the meeting. GEAR invited Contracting Parties to respond to the 
revised document by 16 February 2018 and provide proposals for practical procedural steps to take 
forward regional coordination.  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017D0848&from=EN
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2017-2017-473/MeetingDocuments/3-4%20Regional%20Cooperation%20and%20the%20revised%20Commission%20Decision.pdf
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3.16 The Meeting took note that a revised document, based on the feedback provided by the 
meeting, was circulated to GEAR contacts on 21 January, with the request to countries to contribute 
to the process by providing national proposals for practical procedural steps to be taken or guidance 
on how to take the work forward. Denmark, Estonia, Finland and Sweden submitted specific proposals; 
Germany had included such proposals in their response to the questionnaire on the future indicator 
work.  

3.17 The Meeting took note of the discussion paper further developed based on those 
proposals, and an online meeting of a drafting group made up of interested GEAR representatives on 
1 March, where Finland, Germany and Sweden participated (document 3-6). 

3.18 The Meeting took note that comments to the subsequent document 3-6 were provided 
by Denmark and Germany and the Secretariat. 

3.19 The Meeting took note of the revised document elaborated to accommodate Danish and 
German comments (document 3-6 Rev. 1) and discussed the initial proposals on how to organize 
regional work to follow up on Commission Decision (EU) 2017/848.  

3.20 The Meeting took note that EU welcomed the document, and encouraged a focus on the 
identified needs for the region, based on the main pressured preventing from achieving GES to be used 
when prioritizing the upcoming work.  

3.21 The Meeting took note that Sweden welcomes the document, and considers that 
integration rules, although not expressly stated as requiring cooperation at the regional level in the 
revised Commission Decision, should be included in the GEAR work plan.  

3.22 The Meeting took note that Denmark is very pleased with the document and that Danish 
comments have already been provided and incorporated.  

3.23 The Meeting took note that Estonia supports the document as well as the Swedish 
suggestion to have the integration rules included in the plan.  

3.24 The Meeting agreed on document 3-6 Rev. 2 as a GEAR planning document for future 
work related to coordinated implementation of MSFD by the HELCOM countries being EU member 
states, and further agreed that it summarises aspects of future importance to GEAR as follows: 

- technical follow-up to Commission Decision (EU) 2017/848 as outlined in the document will 
ensure that future HELCOM work on indicators will continue to also serve HELCOM countries 
being EU members states to fulfil their obligations under MSFD; regional discussion on and 
development of lists of ecosystem and pressure elements, threshold values, and 
methodological standards should be guided by identified principles for planning and 
prioritisation, governance, quality and transparency; 

- strategic follow-up to Commission Decision (EU) 2017/848 will provide a common 
understanding for guiding regional cooperation on the technical follow-up work and will be 
followed up by GEAR,  

- follow-up to the revision of Annex III MSFD will aim to achieve a more structured approach to 
reporting and assessing pressures from human activities;  

- exchange on the review and update of national determinations of GES will entail regional 
discussion on the higher level definition and application of GES, and to what extent it is 
achieved;  

- planning of the next holistic assessment needs to be initiated early enough to support planning 
of  work on data flows, indicator, assessment methods and frequency of contributing indicator 
assessments as well as priority setting and organization of work strands; 

- forward planning - GEAR may wish to start planning the forward process on regional 
coordination in general, embedded in the planning of the next holistic assessment and MSFD 
relevant milestones. Annex 2 of document 3-6 Rev. 2 provides an initial Gantt-chart to help 
the discussion. 
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3.25 The Meeting further agreed that the document should also be utilized for preparation of 
a proposal to HOD 54-2018 on future indicator work, and more specifically Annex 1 and Annex 3 should 
be integrated into such a proposal. 

3.26 The Meeting agreed to use document 3-6 Rev. 2 as a plan for regional coordination on 
MSFD to be presented at the next EU WG GES meeting to be held in October.  

3.27 The Meeting took note of the German views that it would be valuable to have an informal 
discussion based around regional coordination of MSFD Articles 8,9,10,11 and 13, involving those 
HELCOM countries that are also EU Member States 

3.28 The Meeting agreed to set up a Drafting Group (DG) MSFD to support broad scale, policy 
oriented, MSFD coordination for Art. 8, 9, 10, 11, 13 MSFD from a strategic point in GEAR. The DG 
MSFD could harvest input from WGs on list of elements, analysis of criteria/indicator, lessons learnt 
from HOLAS II (from MSFD-perspective), COM evaluation of PoM-reporting and possibly decisions on 
the recent EU call application. The drafting group will prepare background for discussion for GEAR 19 
and 20.  

3.29 The Meeting requested the DG to prepare ToRs by 1 June with a view to seeking approval 
from GEAR in written procedure by 15 June 2018. 

3.30 The Meeting took note that, Estonia Finland Germany and Sweden are willing to join the 
drafting group. 

3.31 The Meeting requested that for GEAR 19-2018 and GEAR 20-2019 one day of the GEAR 
meetings be reserved for MSFD coordination. 

Future of HELCOM indicators 

3.32 The Meeting took note of the information on the OSPAR ICG-COBAM analysis of the 
correspondence of relevant OSPAR indicators with the Commission Decision on GES (2017/848) criteria 
and the revised Annex III of the MSFD together with input provided by OSPAR ICG-MSFD (document 
3-2). 

3.33 The Meeting took note of the proposals for future orientation of OSPAR biodiversity 
indicator development work taking into account the revised EU Commission Decision (EU) 2017/848 
which, built on the contents of document 3-2, was submitted to the OSPAR BDC meeting (document 
3-3). 

3.34 The Meeting took note of the summary record of the OSPAR BDC meeting where 
document 3-6 was subsequently considered (document 3-5) and the information on planned OSPAR 
work on indicators discussed at the OSPAR BDC, as well as the potential for a HELCOM-OSPAR indicator 
workshop on indicators. 

3.35 The Meeting welcomed and supported the idea of a joint OSPAR-HELCOM workshop on 
by-catch indicator work. 

3.36 The Meeting recalled that GEAR 17-2018 considered a document (document 3-3) on 
options related to the future of the HELCOM indicators, requesting the Secretariat to develop a more 
directed questionnaire for the GEAR working group that explored resource related and planning issues 
alone.  

3.37 The Meeting took note that a revised document according to the feedback provided by 
GEAR 17-2017 in the form of a questionnaire was circulated to GEAR contacts for filling in on 20 
December 2017. Input provided by Denmark, Estonia, Germany and Sweden. 

3.38 The Meeting took note of the proposed plan on the future work on HELCOM indicators 
drafted based on the feedback provided to the questionnaire on this issue (document 3-10, 
Presentation 2).  
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3.39 The following comments were made on the existing document (document 3-10): 

- Germany: to include a description in cover note defining the linkages between the two strands 
of work that have been discussed (i.e. doc 3-6 Rev.2); 

- EU: proposed that Step 4 and 7 should consider major pressures identified by the HOLAS II 
process rather than only focussing on policy specific criteria; 

- Denmark: the deadlines should be aligned with doc 3-6 and further written comments will be 
sent to the Secretariat. 

3.40 The Meeting took note of the clarification that the timeline for indicator work associated 
with 2021 is related to the BSAP update and noting that the incorporation of indicators and their 
relationship to targets and measures required further discussion.  

3.41 The Meeting discussed the linkage between indicators and measures/targets, and agreed 
that such issues should be revisited with a dedicated discussion at, or associated to, future GEAR 
meetings. 

3.42 The Meeting proposed that in further preparation of this document for the upcoming 
HODs meeting 14-15 June, the focus should be on the overall plan and timeline. Aspects requiring 
further details or discussion can be highlighted as part of the plan for future work on indicators.  

3.43 The Meeting in principle supported the approach presented in the document and 
expressed the wish to further review the document, particularly in light of any comments from State 
and Conservation 8-2018 and discussion of document 3-6 Rev.2 at GEAR 18-2018, prior to submission 
to HODs. A revised document will be submitted to State and Conservation 8-2018 (23 April) and will 
concomitantly be shared with GEAR contacts. Joint commenting through national State and 
Conservation contacts would enable discussion at State and Conservation 8-2018. Following revision 
based on input from State and Conservation 8-2018 and any comments received from GEAR contacts 
a revised version of the document will be sent to GEAR contacts on Monday 21 May and, if required, 
an online meeting will be held on 23 May (12.00 CET). The online meeting will be tasked with the 
finalisation of document on future work on HELCOM indicators for HODs, to be submitted on 24 May. 

3.44 The Meeting took note of two workshops which will take place in the first half of 2018 at 
ICES to help answer a request from EU DGENV on species integration rules for the MSFD (document 
3-4).  

3.45 The Meeting took note that two additional workshops will be arranged by the 
Commission, in Ispra, Italy, pending interest of Member States: 

- D1 technical workshop on the 29-30 of May 2018 (tbc), for the analysis of the methods to set 
GES thresholds; 

- D2 technical workshop on the 31st of May 2018, for discussing a harmonized approach for the 
NIS baseline inventories and methods for setting thresholds for the Criterion D2.C1 

3.46 The Meeting took note of the lists of HELCOM indicator Lead and co-Leads and expert 
networks (document 3-8).  

3.47 The Meeting took note that Denmark has provided written comments to the document 
to the Secretariat during the Meeting. Denmark also informed that they have removed leads on some 
of the candidate indicators and propose that they will wait on the analysis of indicators before re-
assigning new leads, where appropriate  

3.48 The Meeting took note that Sweden will provide any available comments to document 3-
8 to the Secretariat by 20 April, for its subsequent submission to the upcoming State and Conservation 
meeting.  

3.49 The Meeting took note of the information provided by EU on the initiative EOOS 
(European Ocean Observation System) aiming at integrated and coordinated observation systems 
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around Europe. There will be a consultation on strategy and implementation plan in spring 2018 and 
a conference in November 2018. 

MSFD related monitoring programmes in the Baltic Sea region 

3.50 The Meeting took note that the State and Conservation Working Group is currently 
reviewing and as necessary revising the HELCOM Monitoring guidelines to ensure coherent 
methodological approaches, focusing on the parameters that supports the HELCOM core indicators. 
The European Commission published in January 2017 a report assessing Member States' monitoring 
programmes under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (COM(2017)3). The assessment shows 
moderate to high degree of coherence of monitoring within the EU Member States in the Baltic Sea 
region. 

3.51 The Meeting discussed the issue from the point of view of regional coherence and 
possible further action and was of the view that this topic should be further explored under the CG 
MSFD and the general discussions on the MSFD during GEAR 19-2018. 

Why has Good Environmental Status not been reached? 

3.52 The Meeting took note of the HELCOM report on implementation of the Baltic Sea Action 
Plan 2018 (document 3-1). 

3.53 The Meeting took note of the components of the update of the BSAP (document 3-7), 
including that an analysis of sufficiency of measures will be an important part the BSAP update. 

3.54 The Meeting took note of the following comments on the update of the BSAP: 

- the format of the BSAP should be kept when preparing its update, in terms of its condense 
format; 

- background information to be used as a basis of the BSAP update is a very useful; 

- to explore the possibility to use an interdisciplinary approach and approach the work based on 
themes considering the wide scope of the BSAP; 

- to expand the HELCOM Explorer to cover those specific topics which need a closer follow up; 

- synergies with PoMs to be sought; therefore it is relevant to bear in mind the timetable on 
work on updating the PoM’s. 

3.55 The Meeting took note of the clarification sought by the EU if there is a plan to analyse 
the national PoM in the process of the BSAP update.  

3.56 The Meeting took note of the information on a call for projects to support cooperation 
needs of EU Member States in the second cycle implementation of the MSFD. The call for proposals 
has an application deadline 20 June 2018 and one project is expected to be funded per marine region. 
The Meeting noted that the priorities outlined for the Baltic Sea region, focusing of effectiveness of 
measures and reasons for not reaching GES, go hand in hand with and can provide good support for 
the planned regional work to update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan in 2021 decided by the Brussels 
Ministerial Meeting. 

3.57 The Meeting took note that the EC has appreciated previous HELCOM coordinated 
projects financed by the EU as being well targeted towards the needs of EU Member State in the MSFD 
implementation and using results directly in the marine policy process. 

3.58 The Meeting noted the following initial ideas on focal topics for a regionally developed 
HELCOM application as presented by the Secretariat (Presentation 1): 

1) Methods to assess and quantify the effect of selected regional or regionally prioritized 
measures: e.g. method to evaluate effectiveness of HELCOM MPAs, methods to analyze effect 
of existing measures to reduce nutrients  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0003&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0003&from=EN
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2) Support to the development of effective regional measures for biodiversity and physical 
disturbance to the seafloor: focusing on the reduction of by-catch of mammals and birds, 
including data needs, and methods to assess/measures to reduce physical disturbance to the 
seafloor. Possible areas for cooperation with OSPAR 

3) Why cannot the Baltic Sea reach GES by 2020? Analysis of measures still needed to reach GES 
for selected topics, including an analysis of the regional conditions that have an influence on 
reaching GES, and projections on when GES can be reached. Climate change addressed as a 
horizontal theme. 

3.59 The Meeting provided the following initial comments:  

- effectiveness of measures, projections and continued ESA work are well in-line with HELCOM 
priorities, 

- by-catch is an important topic for further development, 
- impacts on seafloor from fisheries is mainly an issue in the southern basins of the Baltic Sea 

and impact on the seafloor from other activities should also be considered. 
- climate change should be further considered to what extent include it in the project, not to 

make the application too broad. 

3.60 The Meeting took note that Sweden is of the view that impact on benthic habitats as an 
important part of a future application and that Sweden has not yet formed a common view on 
participation in potential proposals. 

3.61 The Meeting took note that Estonia is ready to support a proposal initiated by HELCOM 
and is ready to participate in the project. 

3.62 The Meeting supported the development of a HELCOM coordinated project proposal. 

3.63 The Meting took note of the information by Finland that SYKE, Finland, will develop an 
application with the aim to lead a similar project proposal. 

3.64 The Meting encouraged the Secretariat and SYKE to discuss ways of consolidating the two 
processes for the preparation of the regional project proposal.  

3.65 The Meeting invited countries to provide the Secretariat with more detailed feed-back on 
proposed topics for a HELCOM developed application by 24 April 2018. Based on the feed-back the 
Secretariat will prepare abstracts for the potential topics to be discussed at an online meeting 2 May 
2018 with the aim of further developing the application. 

Roadmap on HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach 

3.66 The Meeting took note of the Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach 
(document 3-9) which is an update of the roadmap endorsed by HELCOM 39-2018, encompassing 
perspective beyond 2021 based on the outcome of the Brussels Ministerial Meeting. 

3.67 The Meeting took note that the roadmap will be further developed based on the 
comments from the Meeting and complemented with a short description of each action. Accomplished 
activities will be kept track of but will not be incorporated to the roadmap, and the linkages to relevant 
SDGs and their targets will be further identified. The finalized draft roadmap will be submitted to 
HELCOM HOD 54-2018.  

3.68 The Meeting took note that comments on the Roadmap can be provided to the Secretariat 
(marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) until 24 April 2018.  

3.69 The Meeting took note of the following initial views in relation to the roadmap: 

- Denmark: is very pleased to note that short descriptions of projects will complement the 
roadmap, and requested that hyperlinks are provided if possible. 

mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
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- EU: it is quite difficult to follow what is happening under each of the different topics and on 
the possibility to revise the setup of the roadmap to center around themes (eutrophication 
etc.). 

Agenda Item 4  Activities of relevant HELCOM projects or processes 

HOLAS II project 

Progress of the State of the Baltic Sea report update 

4.1 The Meeting took note that the overall strategy for updating the first version of the ‘State 
of the Baltic Sea report’ was submitted to HOD 53-2017 who approved it (document 3-16 and Outcome 
of HOD 53-2017, para. 3.54).  

Updates to the ‘State of the Baltic Sea report’ 

4.2 The Meeting took note of the presentation by the Secretariat summarizing still ongoing 
work under the HOLAS II process (document 4-5, Presentation 3). 

4.3 The Meeting took note of the Outcome of the HOLAS II Core Team meeting (HOLAS II 9-
2018) held on 9-10 April 2018 in Tallinn, Estonia (document 4-10). 

4.4 The Meeting took note of the latest version of chapter 8 ‘Conclusions and future outlook’ 
(document 4-11) which is to be revised based on the input provided by Contracting Parties through 
HOLAS II Core team representatives  by the 13 April and GEAR 18-2018 into a final text by 23 April 
2018, aiming for approval of the report content at State & Conservation 8-2018.  

4.5 The Meeting took note of view of the EU that the chapter could be further improved by 
including further information on progress since the 2010 assessment, by starting the chapter with a 
more positive approach and possibly by showing links with the MSFD. EU will also provide editorial 
comments in writing by end of workday 19 April 2018.  

4.6 The Meeting took note of the proposal by the Secretariat on how to make the 2017 
version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ material available after publication of the 2018 update 
(document 4-6).  

4.7 The Meeting took note of the comments by Germany on the need to maintain hyperlinks 
to the 2017 version until the end of the German national public consultation, and of Denmark that 
they will provide further input by correspondence. The Meeting invited the Secretariat to explore 
possible solutions to the question of maintaining stable hyperlinks until the end of August 2018. 

4.8 The Meeting took note of the progress in finalizing the update of the ESA results both in 
the summary and supplementary reports (document 4-7). 

4.9 The Meeting agreed on an intersessional approval process for the Thematic Assessment 
on Social and Economic Analyses, with the intention to publish the report together with the updated 
State of the Baltic Sea report by the end of June 2018, as follows: the updated report, including results 
from the data call and amendments identified in HOLAS II 9-2018, will be made available in an online 
workspace for GEAR review from 25 April-16 May 2018 and consequent approval. The Meeting took 
note that any changes to the suggested timeline as a result of correspondence with EN ESA will be 
communicated to GEAR for approval.  

Consultations on the State of the Baltic Sea report 

4.10 The Meeting recalled that HOD 52-2017 agreed on arranging a regional consultation of 
the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (Outcome of HOD 52-2017, para. 2.40-2.41).  

4.11 The Meeting took note of the summary of the HOLAS II regional consultation process 
(document 4-1).  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2053-2017-465/MeetingDocuments/3-16%20Plan%20for%20the%20update%20of%20the%20first%20version%20of%20the%20%E2%80%9CState%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%E2%80%9D%20report.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2053-2017-465/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2053-2017-rev.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2053-2017-465/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2053-2017-rev.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
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4.12 The Meeting took note of policy related comments from the regional State of the Baltic 
Sea’ report consultation process, grouped as: (i) specific proposals and comments to chapters; (ii) 
general comments to the chapters; (iii) proposals for HOLAS III; and (iv) proposed further cooperation 
(document 4-2).  

4.13 The Meeting took note that the document has been updated to reflect revisions to the 
State of the Baltic Sea report agreed by HOLAS II 9-2018 and additional proposals for how to address 
the policy related comments from the regional consultation (document 4-2 Rev. 1). 

4.14 The Meeting considered specific proposals and comments as well as general comments 
to chapters of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report and agreed on the proposed handling of comments 
suggested.  

4.15 The Meeting took note that Denmark will provide an additional sentence to clarify that 
coastal areas have not been included due to national management reasons. 

4.16 The Meeting agreed that additional comments on the document 4-2 Rev. 1 can be sent 
to the Secretariat (UllaLi.Zweifel@helcom.fi) by 18 April.  

‘Lessons learned – process for the HOLAS II project 

4.17 The Meeting recalled that GEAR 17-2017 discussed how to conduct an exercise of “lessons 
learnt” from the HOLAS II process and agreed to establish a drafting group with Denmark, Germany 
and Sweden to adapt the OSPAR questionnaire on their Intermediate Assessment to address HELCOM 
specificities and in line with the input provided by the plenary (Outcome of GEAR 17-2017, para. 5.3-
5.10).  

4.18 The Meeting took note of the draft questionnaire on HOLAS II lessons learnt as prepared 
by the drafting group (document 4-8).  

4.19 The Meeting discussed the need to include those observers which have been taking part 
in the HOLAS II work. 

4.20 The Meeting acknowledge that consulting with an expert in creating surveys would 
support the process and the future interpretation of the results and invited the Secretariat to take this 
further. 

4.21 The Meeting agreed that the recipients to the questionnaire are those HELCOM groups 
who have actively and directly worked with the HOLAS II project (indicator leads, nominated national 
experts under the HOLAS II workshops and the Expert Network, HOLAS II Core Team, GEAR and STATE& 
CONSERVATION) as well as the observers to those groups. In relation to this the Meeting requested 
that questions 2 be modified to indicate in what capacity the responder has taken part in the process, 
and include observer in the list in questions 1 and 2. 

4.22 The Meeting noted the comment by Sweden on whether it would be possible to approach 
the Chairs of other HELCOM Working Groups who have not received the Questionnaire for comments 
on the HOLAS II process. 

HELCOM project components related to environmental targets 

BalticBOOST publication 

4.23 The Meeting took note of the report ‘Estimating physical disturbance on seabed’ revised 
to address the feedback provided, before its publication as a BSEP (document 4-4).  

4.24 The Meeting discussed and supported the publication of the annexes and the case studies 
as supplementary material. 

4.25 The Meeting invited the Secretariat to elaborate a disclaimer to be included in the BSEP 
publication indicating that the information contained in the publication is the result of a project. The 

mailto:UllaLi.Zweifel@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2017-2017-473/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2017-2017.pdf
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Secretariat will investigate the possibility of elaborating a standard disclaimer to be used for future 
project publication in BSEP.  

Finalisation of the SPICE project 

4.26 The Meeting took note that the results of the SPICE project, finalised in December 2017, 
will be published in the dedicated website once the reporting process is finalized. 

Economic and Social Analyses (ESA) in HELCOM 

4.27 The Meeting took note of the SPICE deliverable ”Development of a regional “business-as-
usual” scenario (BAU) to be used as a baseline in the integrated assessment of the marine environment 
update” (document 4-3).  

4.28 The Meeting agreed that, in order to accommodate the need for further input, 
Contracting Parties can provide comments to the information in the document and proposals for how 
to take the work forward to the Secretariat (Jannica.haldin@helcom.fi) until 25 April 2018.  

4.29 The Meeting took note that Denmark places a study reservation on the document until 
they have the possibility to confer with their national expert. 

Agenda Item 5  Future work and any other business  

Regional Seas Conventions and reporting to TG DATA 

5.1 The Meeting recalled that GEAR 17-2017 (Outcome of GEAR 17-2017, para. 5.1) invited 
the Secretariat to explore the possibility to provide a coordinated HELCOM input to the INSPIRE data 
model process on-going at EU level.  

5.2 The Meeting took note of the information on the current work within HELCOM related to 
data harmonization and INSPIRE as well as the foreseen future developments and needs in relation to 
marine related INSPIRE data specifications, especially related to future MSFD Reporting after 2018 
(document 5-3, Presentation 4).  

5.3 The Meeting took note of the EU information that for MSFD reporting purposes a URL link 
is requested from where the data can be accessed. In addition, to comply with the INSPIRE Directive 
there is a possibility to delegate your national responsibilities to HELCOM in relation to a list of datasets 
that are specified.  

5.4 The Meeting took note that Contracting Parties were not able to make a decision, but 
needed more national discussion on document 5-3.  

5.5 The Meeting took note that Finland supports the suggested options on p. 4 of the 
document and supported the development of a roadmap on how HELCOM assessment data outputs 
will be made available in INSPIRE compatible data model by 2020 (INSPIRE implementation deadline 
for Annex III). 

5.6 The Meeting took note of the EU suggestion to hold an informal meeting between data 
experts in the OSPAR, HELCOM, and the EC aiming at providing a way forward. 

5.7 The Meeting took note of the current status of the MSFD reporting sheet prefilling 
exercise and how HOLAS II result have been included so far and will be included in 2018 reporting. The 
Meeting also took note of the discussions in TG-DATA and WG DIKE related to usage of regional reports 
and data MSFD reporting as well as the outline of a process on how international organization can be 
used in INSPIRE implementation (document 5-4, Presentation 4). 

5.8 The Meeting took note that Contracting Parties were not able to make a decision, but 
needed more national discussion on document 5-4.  

5.9 The Meeting took note that OSPAR Contracting Parties are facing a similar situation in 
terms of possibility of delegating INSPIRE implementation to Regional Seas Convention in 2018 MSFD 
Reporting.  

mailto:Jannica.haldin@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2017-2017-473/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2017-2017.pdf
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5.10 The Meeting agreed to convene the next physical meeting of the Gear Group on 7-8 
November 2018 and welcomed that Denmark will investigate the possibility to host the meeting in 
Copenhagen.  

5.11 The Meeting took note of the Terms of Reference of the Group (document 5-2).  

5.12 The Meeting agreed to include an informative table on the activities of the Working Group 
to document 5-2. 

5.13 The Meeting updated the contact information for GEAR as contained in document 5-1 
Rev.1. 

5.14 The Meeting thanked Germany for excellent hosting of the Meeting. 

Agenda Item 6  Outcome of the Meeting 

6.1 The Meeting adopted the draft outcome of the Meeting. The final Outcome of the 
Meeting, together with the documents and presentations considered by the Meeting are available in 
the HELCOM Meeting Site.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2018-2018-525/default.aspx
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